
Benjamin Broadcast 

Dear Benjamin Families, 

Thank you to those who attended 
Parent/Teacher Conferences and 
to those who completed our 
short survey on Curriculum 
Night.  You may still complete it 
through the link in the email 
sent.  We appreciate your feed-
back, as we work to present cur-
riculum information in the way 
that best meets the needs of our 
families. 

The next two months are busy 
with lots of instruction and 

learning, but we also have special 
events in November and December 
that you will not want to miss, like 
our upcoming music concerts!  Be 
sure to check the calendar. 

In December, Mr. Mark Kunkel, 
one of our second shift custodians, 
will retire.  He has been with us at 
Benjamin since we opened, and he 
has worked in Unit 5 for over 35 
years.  Please join us in wishing 
him well as he retires. 

For photos from our Fall parties, 
please check out our Instagram 

@benjaminbears. 

Happy Thanksgiving to you and 
your family! 

Please contact our office at (309)

557-4410 if you have any ques-

tions. 

Sincerely, 

Marlys Bennington-

benninmm@unit5.org 

Principal 

We are thankful for you! 
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Inside this issue: 

Please remem-
ber to wait to 

drop students off 
until 7:25am, as 
no adults are su-
pervising until 
then.  We want 
all of our stu-

dents to be safe.  
Thank you! 

 
Wednesdays are 

designated as Spirit 

Wear Days.  Students & 

staff may wear 

Benjamin Bear clothing 

or orange & black. 

Student Birthdays 
 

In accordance with Unit 5 Board policy, students may not bring edible birthday 

treats to school.  Please do not send any candy or snacks.  We do value and enjoy 

celebrating our students’ birthdays throughout the school year.  If you would 

like to send a small non-edible token for each student in your child’s class on 

their birthday, you may do that.  Some examples of items that have been 

brought before are pencils, Play-doh, spinning tops, and more.  We also have a 

small gift that we give to each child on their birthday.  If you have questions, 

you may contact our office. 

 

 

Thank for your support of our Dine to Donate on Monday, October 21st at 

Chipotle in Bloomington, on Veteran’s Parkway.  We were able to raise 
$310.84!!   

PTO Dine to Donate 



 

 

Yearbooks 

Yearbooks will be sold this 

winter and will be delivered 

in May.  Flyers will be sent 

home and announcements 

will be made each morning 

for a couple of weeks.  We 

order a few extras, but they 

sell quickly when they arrive 

in May.  If you want to 

purchase a yearbook, it is 

best to do so in the winter. 
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Inside Mornings 

We will now be inside each 

morning before school 

starts until warmer 

weather returns in the 

spring.  Please have your 

child pack a couple of 

books, drawing paper, or 

other quiet learning 

activity in their backpack.  

Students may also talk 

quietly (voice level 1) with 

those directly around 

Save the Date! 

March 16th— 6:00-7:30 pm  Art Show 

April 3rd —5:00-8:30 pm  Benjamin Carnival 

Reminders for Parents & Students 

 Collections and toys should stay at home 

 Phones and Smart Watches should be off and 
in backpacks on school grounds; no video 
taping or photos should be taken on school 
grounds 

 Clean up your own garbage, wrappers, etc… 
in the cafeteria; help show respect to our 
school by taking good care of all areas and 
equipment 

 Thanks for being great leaders;  Keep up the 
great work!! 

 Kind words are important 
and can help make it a great 
day for everyone! 

Benjamin Elementary PTO 

We have a couple of other 

school-wide Instagram ac-

counts to help you see what is 

going on at Benjamin: 

@artwithmrscarq 

@musicwithmrsr 

@imcwithmrsmroz 

 



 

Vocal Music Concerts & Chorus 2019-20 

As the weather grows colder and we are spending more time inside, it’s a prime time to spread illness. 

Preventing the Flu: Good Health Tips to Stop the Flu in its Tracks 

1. The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like covering your 
cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses. 
2. When you are sick,  stay home from work, school, and errands. 
3. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing.  
4. Clean your hands- Washing your hands using soap and hot water  or hand sanitizer often will help protect you from 
spreading germs.  
5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 
6. Practice other good health habits -  Provide healthy balanced meals, take multivitamins, disinfect toys and hard sur-
faces in the home, encourage plenty of sleep, drink plenty of fluids, and encourage physical activity.  

Students who have had a fever of 100 degrees or above, vomiting, diarrhea, or a contagious rash/illness should not attend 
school. They should be free of illness or condition for 24 hours before returning to school. 

For further information on influenza type and seasonal illness please go to http://www.cdc.gov/flu/ 

Thank you for helping us keep children healthy at school!       Karen Reichard, BSN, RN       School Nurse - Benjamin 

Below are our performance 
dates for the upcoming 
school year:  

November 7: 

2nd grade - 5:00pm - 
Mighty Minds - we will be 
super heroes to go with our 
super hero theme this 
year :) 

3rd Grade - 6:00pm - Vet-
erans Day Celebration 

4th Grade - 7:15pm - 75 

We are very fortunate to be 
able to use the auditorium 
at Normal Community High 
School (3900 East Raab Rd. 
in Normal) for our concerts. 
Their space provides the 
ease of parking, comfortable 
seating where everyone can 
see their children, and a 
stage that fits all of our stu-
dents and has good acous-
tics.  

years of Disney  

December 9: (We can't 
access the auditorium 
until 5:45) 

6:15pm - 5th grade 

7:15pm - Chorus 

April 30: 

Kindergarten: 5:00pm 

First Grade: 6:00pm 

Chorus: 7:00pm  
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Dear Benjamin Families, 
 
Wow, can you all believe that 
it is already the beginning of 
November?  Here are a few 
tidbits on what has been go-
ing on in P.E at Benjamin. 
October 7th through the11th, 
the students participated with 
instructors from the 
YWCA  con-
cerning safe 
and unsafe 
touches, also 
known as 

Erin’s Law. The children were 
active listeners and had some 
opportunities with role play to 
help them understand best 
practices.  
 
In addition, we have complet-
ed some Project Fit Activities 
like the Pole Climb and Hori-
zontal ladder.  We have 
worked on some activities that 
utilize gross motor skills and 
some muscular strength activ-
ities.  Please remember the 
weather has been changing, 
and your students need to 

PE Shorts 
have warm clothes for PE 
class and recess on those 
days when we go outside. Al-
so, remind your children to al-
ways have tennis shoes for 
class even on snowy and rainy 
days. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mr. Delveaux & Mrs. Flood 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/


Unit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will have all 

students arriving one hour later than regular school start times.  Elementary 

schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days.  Transportation pick up times will 

run one hour later on these days than on regular days. 

 

The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for 90 

minutes of job embedded professional development and collaboration, which 

will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the learning opportunity for stu-

dents, despite the state’s financial crisis. Research supports ongoing, sus-

tained, results oriented collaboration. 

This common meeting time will allow teachers to: continue training in literacy 

practices and assessments, develop student achievement goals driven by data, 

collaborate in the development of instructional strategies, develop common 

course assessments, analyze assessment data to guide instruction, collaborate 

on differentiating instruction for students, and enhance classroom technology 

integration through training. 

November Late Starts: 20th 

 
Benjamin Elementary School 
6006 Ireland Grove Rd. 
Bloomington, IL 61705 
 

http://www.unit5.org/

Domain/9 

Nov. 6th  2:30-3:15pm ~ Student Council 

   2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

   4:30-5:30pm ~ Chess 

Nov. 7th  5:00pm ~ 2nd Grade Music Concert at NCHS 

   6:00pm ~ 3rd Grade Music Concert at NCHS 

   7:15pm ~ 4th Grade Music Concert at NCHS 

Nov. 11th  5:30pm ~ PTO Meeting in the IMC 

Nov. 13th  11:00am & 12:00pm ~ Starbooks Café 

   2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

   4:30-5:30pm ~ Chess 

Nov. 20th  8:45am ~ Late Start 

   2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

   4:30-5:30pm ~ Chess 

Nov. 27-29th  No School ~ Happy Thanksgiving! 

Dec. 4th  8:45am ~ Late Start 

   2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

   2:30-3:15pm ~ Student Council 

   4:30-5:30pm ~ Chess 

Benjamin Calendar 

Phone: 309-557-4410 
Fax: 309-557-4511 

Benjamin Mission Statement 
The Benjamin Bear community will educate and 
empower all students to be proactive leaders. 

McLean County Unit 
District 5 

Late starts during the 2019-2020 school year 

 

PTO Updates 
 
Next PTO Meeting 
November 11

th
, 5:30 

pm in the IMC.  All 
parents and staff are 
welcome! 
  
  
Benjamin Carnival 
2020.  Planning has 
begun for the 2020 
Carnival!  Save the 
Date ~ Friday, April 
3rd, from 5:00-
8:30pm! 



September GROWL Winners 

Congratulations to the fol-

lowing students who were 

our September GROWL 

winners:   

Akshaya Kora (PE 

Delveaux), Akshara Kora 

(PE Delveaux), Maggie 

Arundale (PE Flood), Maria 

Taulbee (PE Flood), Han-

nah Hill (KC), Manjiri Raut 

(KC), Kendall Bailey (KF), 

Harrison Porter (KF), Ariela 

Smith (KHa), Camden Vo-

gelzang (KHa), Kylie Frantz 

(KHi), Griffin Kietzman 

(KHi), Layton Lindstrom 

(KV), Raniyah Luckett (KV), 

Manu Kanduri (1A), Andy 

Tamm (1A), Aiden Small-

wood (1D), Tillie Weaver 

(1D), Kate Kalitzky (1G), 

Jonathan Pranger (1G), 

Srinitya Karuturi (1K), Lan-

don Yamada (1K), Kelsey 

Daniels (1S), Quentin Call 

(1S), Robert Ester (2Fi), 

Mason McLeod (2Fi), An-

shika Inapakolla (2Fo), Ar-

nav Sharma (2Fo), Luke 

Heinold (2G), Sophie 

McGuffin (2G), Jack Barks-

dale (2K), Mihir Potnis 

(2K), Reese Lakamp (3A), 

Beau Purcell (3A), Ishaan 

Kulkarni (3C), Avery Roehn

(3C), Anthony Bailey (3E), 

Kennedy Jeffress (3E), 

Jaylen Cannon (3H), Finley 

Robison (3H), Logan Fran-

cois (4C), Amelia Hutley 

(4C), Gabi Esparza (4Ma), 

Dion Limani (4Ma), Bray-

den Manning (4Mo), Myles 

Parola (4Mo), Jaxen Mau-

bach (4S), Leah Redinbo 

(4S), Quintin Barton (5G), 

Sophia Mack (5G), Tiana 

Adkins (5S), Rishan 

Hameed (5S), Amariana 

Dallmann (5W), and Payton 

Mathieson (5W). 

These students celebrated 

with a pizza party with Mrs. 

Bennington on September 22, 

2019.   

How does a Benjamin Bear 

receive a GROWL?  GROWLS 

are earned by going above and 

beyond our expectations in 

the areas of respect, responsi-

bility, or safety.  These are im-

portant behaviors that will 

allow them to become suc-

cessful adults.   

Each month, two students 

from each class will be drawn 

from all of the GROWL win-

ners from that month.  These 

students will be rewarded 

with a pizza luncheon with the 

principal.  They also receive a 

GROWL medal, as a special 

gift.  We hope to recognize 

quality character in many of 

our students throughout the 

year.   


